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July 17, 2018  
 
Palm Beach County Public Schools 
3300 Forest Hill Blvd 
West Palm Beach, FL 33406 
  
Dear Vice Chairwoman Dr. Robinson , 
 
As the Palm Beach School Board contemplates ballot language to place before the voters a proposal to 
increase the local millage to fund school safety initiatives, the Florida Charter School Alliance requests edits to 
the proposed ballot language to include all public schools. The Alliance is a non-profit charter school support 
and advocacy organization that represents public charter schools throughout the state, including charter 
schools in Palm Beach that serve an estimated 20,000 students.  
 
We would humbly request the following changes to the proposed ballot language / Resolution to Hold 
Referendum to Seek Voter Approval to Levy 1.00 Mill for School Operational Purposes:  
 
1. Change the ballot language from its current reading to all public schools. We believe that changing that 
language would include public charter schools.   

2. We would agree to the establishment of guidelines consistent with the ballot language and consistent with 
purpose of the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School (MSDHS) Public Safety Act to ensure the protection 
of taxpayer dollars.   

We would agree to the following guidelines if language was changed to public schools and if the referendum 
passed would agree to the following:  
   
3.  Each charter school would submit an expenditure plan to the fiscal agent which demonstrates that the plan 
is consistent with voter intent, and consistent the MSDHS Public Safety Act. This plan would ensure that the 
monies would be spent explicitly in the areas that the ballot highlights. School District would ensure that a 
charter school that is in good financial standing based on the yearly independent audits filed with the School 
Board.   
   
4. In the event the school district and school board decide that charter schools are not to be included in the 
referendum language the following options are available to the charter school stakeholders:  
   
4.1 Do nothing   
   
4.2 Challenge the legality of the ballot language that excludes public charter schools and attempt to have 
language removed from the upcoming election.   
   
4.3 Actively oppose the referendum.  
   
4.4 Challenge the exclusion of charter schools from receipt of the monies provided by the referendum.   
   
4.5  Any other legal remedy available or a combination of the above.  
 



 

Florida Charter School Alliance 
8585 SW 124 Avenue, #139, Miami FL 33143 

www.flcharteralliance.org 

4.6 Lobby the legislature and ask for statutory changes mandating the sharing of the additional millage.  
 
It is very important to look at the Alliance poll that clearly shows that Palm Beach General Election voters 
support charter school students and teachers receiving a fair share of the millage by a margin of 57 percent.    
  
We are hopeful that a compromise can be reached and that the final proposed referendum addresses the needs 
and concerns of all your constituents. 
  
 

Thank you. 

Ralph Arza      Lynn Norman-Teck 
Director of Governmental Affairs   Executive Director 
Ralph@ralpharza.com     Lynn@flcharteralliance.org 
(561) 899-2035 
 
 
  
 


